Introduction  by Cox, James L.
Introduction 
I n  this issue of 0perntiz.e Techniques in  Thorcicic cind 
CcirclioucLscular Surgery on Thoracic Aortic. Surgery, 
we have again used the format of tlirertly comparing the 
surgical approach talcen h y  different surgeons for the 
same clinical problem. We hope that this side-hy-side 
presentation will allow the reader to discern certain 
subtle differences in technique that would not otherwise 
be apparent. Dr  Joseph S. Coselli and associates from 
Baylor University in Houston, TX, and Dr Tirone E. 
David from Toronto General Hospital in Canada de- 
scribe their respective approaches to the treatment of 
acute type A aortic dissection. This clinical emergency 
presents a different set of problems when the intimal 
tear extends into the aortic arch. Thus, we asked Dr 
Jan D. Galla and associates from Mount Sinai Hospital 
in New York antl Drs Marc R. Moon and D. Craig Miller 
from Stanford in California to describe the way they 
handle this prol~lem. Because little new has been 
described recently regarding surgery for acute aortic 
transsection, we enticed Drs Leonard N. Girardi antl 0. 
Wayne Isom from Cornell in New York to describe their 
current approach to this often tragic condition. Finally, 
Drs Jock McCullough, M. Arisan Ergin, and Randall B. 
Griepp, along with Dr  Galla, were kind enough to 
summarize their group’s enormous body of work deal- 
ing with the monitoring and protection of the brain 
during thoracic aortic surgery. We trust that this group 
of articles will add to the knowledge and expertise of our 
readers. 
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